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As of Sept. 13, Salvadoran government officials and rebel leaders said there were too many
problems remaining for peace negotiations between the two sides to begin Sept. 15 as proposed
last month by President Jose Napoleon Duarte. Although Duarte's proposal was greeted with
skepticism, officials on the left and right said it had gathered enough momentum that the talks
would still be held, probably within the next month. "Peace has become very popular," said one
West European diplomat with several years of experience in Central America. "People are fed up
with war. There are good things happening. No one can say they're against peace." While there is
a widespread belief that the warring parties will eventually sit down at the bargaining table, if only
to score political points, the officials emphasized that the country remains deeply polarized and the
prospect for peace is as slim as ever. "There's no sense that peace is really achievable," the West
European diplomat said. "The guerrillas would have to abandon the war. And they'll never do it..."
Although support for the guerrillas appears to have declined in recent years, they remain strong
enough to continue fighting for the foreseeable future, even without outside aid, several political
analysts said. The military also is committed to continuing. "We will never lay down our arms," said
Shafik Handal, chief of El Salvador's Communist Party and one of five FMLN commanders. "That's
not a cease-fire, that's surrender and that's a word we don't use." But, he added, the FMLN-FDR
supports the idea of peace talks to end the civil war. Duarte and his opponents on both sides of the
political spectrum have come out in support of what is known here as "dialogue." While that seems
to have paved the way for the peace process, several political observers say it amounts to little more
than political posturing. The Aug. 7 peace plan has also been boosted by the strong nationalism that
forms a powerful undercurrent in Salvadoran politics. "This is Central America's plan," said Col.
Reynaldo Lopez Nuila, a senior military commander. "This is our only child. The people want it to
grow up." (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 09/14/87)
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